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selves under the ice, in the midst of winter. One
had her daughter dipped into it, who was only six
years old,—for the purpose, she said, of teaching
her penance in good season. The mother stood
there on account of her past sins; she kept her inno-
cent daughter there on account of her sins to come,
which this child would perhaps commit when grown
up. Savages, both men and women, covered them-
selves with blood by disciplinary stripes with iron,
with rods, with thorns, with nettles; they fasted
rigorously, passing the entire day without eating,—
and what the savages eat during half the year is not
sufficient to keep a man alive. These fasting women
toiled strenuously all day—in summer, working in
the fields; in winter, cutting wood. These austeri-
ties were almost continual. They mingled ashes in
their portion of Sagamité; they put glowing coals
between their toes, where the fire burned a hole in
the flesh; they went bare-legged to make along pro-
cession in the snows; they all disfigured themselves
by cutting off their hair, in order not to be sought in
marriage. These things, and all the harm that they
could do to the body, which they call their greatest
enemy, reduced them so low that it was not possible
for ill-fed men to persevere further. Most of these
things took place in the woods, where the savages
were then hunting, or under enthusiastic excess
of indignation against themselves. But the Holy
Ghost soon intervened in this matter, enlightening
all these persons, and regulated their conduct
without diminishing their fervor.

About the middle of the summer, our chapel was
threatened with fire from heaven,— which, after
several frightful lightnings at broad noonday, and
several heavy peals of thunder, struck at a few paces



